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Homeopathy for Health Care Professionals - Intermediate 

Methodological studies (principles & practice) - Q & A Worksheet

Unit  

Set reading for this week

We have allocated the following sections from your course
reader for attention this week. 

                Pages / sections

Reflection

When you have completed your selected reading, write short answers to the following discussion 

points and file this document into your learning portfolio.

1.

2. See over /
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Save this document under a new file name. 
Sign in to the portal. Go to 'my account'. 
Select 'on-going courses'. Select 'my learning 
portfolio' and specify this document.



Paragraph / aphorism:

§

Category of

Information $

PRACTICAL THEORETICAL

Medicinal Method Clinical Method Ethical /

moral guiding

principles

Framework for

interpretation

of the patient,

their illness or

their symptoms

Concepts of

health and

disease and /or

part of a healing

doctrine

Medicines /

drugs

Knowledge of

Medicines

Proving

methodology

Recording or

analysing the case 

clinical case - taking

method etc.

Treatment

considerations 

selection and

administration of

treatment etc

Homeopathic

Pharmacy

Materia Medica

Pura

Evaluating treatment response and

frameworks for further treatment

Select $

Defined, ‘scientific’

(reproduceable)         #

process / observn.

Empirical process of

structured reasoning or

observation.               #

Theoretical proposition 

- open to experiment#

Doctrine / Maxim /

Principle / Aspiration#

Metaphysical pro-     #

-position / speculation

Tenable caveats in modern health care        .   Untenable in modern health care       .  Notes/ caveats 



2.

3.

When you have completed this week's reading and reflection, consider any questions or comments that 
you would like to raise at the end of this week’s Clinical Tutorial. 
As an aide memoire, write down any points that you would like to discuss further in the space below.
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	Text26: 54
	Text28: The Two Faces of Homeopathy - Chapter 10 - The Status of Homeopathy Today
	Text27: Steven Pinker - Rationality - 'Beliefs & Evidence' (Chapter 5)
	Text29: p149 - 171
	Text30: p123 - 138 
	Text33: As clinicians how do we evaluate the value of what we do in the light of arguments around truth and replicability?
	Text34: OPTIONAL ESSAY TOPIC
In the light of what you know about the placebo response and the fluctuating course of most illnesses, what considerations support the use a) of clinical homeopathic methodologies and b) 'active remedies'? 
Consider this question from both i) the standpoint of individual patient care and ii) the wider social, economic and environmental implications of homeopathic practice. Support your arguments, wherever possible, with reference to published research. 
	Text32: Discuss Campbell's point, in the context of Bayesian reasoning and the principles described by Pinker that are used to rationally support our ' belief' in any given theoretical proposition.  
	Text35: 
	Text36: Pinker: p162: 'A big problem is that many of the phenomena that biomedical researchers hunt for are interesting and a priori unlikely to be true, requiring highly sensitive methods to avoid false positives, while many true findings, including successful replication attempts and null results, are considered too boring to publish.'
	Text31: Campbell: p136 ' No matter how many facts you collect that seem to support a theory, this does not make it scientific. For that, you need to look for ways of disproving the theory - of putting it on its mettle, as it were.' 
	Text37: Campbell: 'The fact is that almost any kind of treatment you care to think of will appear to work at least some of the time. Most patients get better by themselves, without the benefit of medicine, and even those who do not recover often experience fluctuations in the course of their disease that may lead them for a time to think they are getting better.'
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